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8. Public land, fisheries and
forests

8.1 ... determine the use and control of these resources in light of
broader social, economic and environmental objectives ...

8.2 ... legitimate tenure rights of individuals and communities ... should
be recognized, respected and protected ...

8.3 ... recognize and protect publicly-owned land, fisheries and forests
and their related systems of collective use and management ...

8.4 ... establish up-to-date tenure information ... by creating and
maintaining accessible inventories ...

8.5 ... determine which they own or control will be retained and used by
the public sector, and which allocated ... under what conditions ...



8. Public land, fisheries and
forests, cont’d

8.6 ... develop and publicize policies covering the use and control ...

8.7 ... develop and publicize policies covering the allocation of tenure
rights to others ...

8.8 ... power to allocate tenure rights in various forms ...

8.9 ... allocate tenure rights and delegate tenure governance in
transparent, participatory ways, using simple procedures that are
clear, accessible and understandable to all ...

8.10 ... ensure that competent bodies ... have the human, physical,
financial and other forms of capacity ...

8.11 ... monitor the outcome of allocation programmes ...
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1.2

Objectives

These Voluntary Guidelines seek to improve governance of tenure of land®,
fisheries and forests. They seek to do so for the benefit of all, with an
emphasis on vulnerable and marginalized people, with the goals of food
security and progressive realization of the right to adequate food, poverty
eradication, sustainable livelihoods, social stability, housing security,
rural development, environmental protection and sustainable social and
economic development. All programmes, policies and technical assistance
to improve governance of tenure through the implementation of these
Guidelines should be consistent with States' existing obligations under
international law, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other international human rights instruments.

These Guidelines seek to:

L improve tenure governance by providing guidance and information
on internationally accepted practices for systems that deal with
the rights to use, manage and cortrol land, fisheries and forests.

2. contribute to the improvement and development of the policy,
legal and organizational frameworks regulating the range of
tenure rights that exist over these resources.

3. enhance the transparency and improve the functioning of tenure
systems.
4, strengthen the capacities and operations of implementing

agencies; judicial authofities; local governments; organizations
of farmers and small-scale producers, of fishers, and of forest
users, pastoralists; indigenous peoples and other communities;
civil society; private sector; academia; and all persons concerned
with tenure governance as well as to promote the cooperation
between the actors mentioned.

* There is no international definition of land within the context of tenure. The meaning of the word may be
defined within the national context.
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Official endorsement of the consensus
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Report of the 38" (Special) Session of the
Committee on World Food Security (11 May 2012)

Executive Summary

At its 38" (Special) Session. the Committee endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security
(VGGT). which was the only substantive item on the agenda.

Suggested action by the Council and the Conference

The Council and the Conference are requested to acknowledge the decisions and recommendations

of the Commuttee.
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