
Using Drones and Covering 

Your Legal Bases

Dr Maria A Pozza

Consultant Lawyer



Disclaimer

THIS IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE

THIS IS NOT MEANT TO CONSTITUTE ANY ADVICE IN ANY WAY 

SHAPE OR FORM

THIS PRESENTATION IS MERELY A PRESENTATION OF RESEARCH AND 

NOTABLE UPDATES OF LEGISLATION AMONG PROFESSIONALS

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES PLEASE SEE ME AFTER THE 

PRESENTATION

YOU SHOULD ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LAWYER

DO NOT RECORD IN ANY WAY OR DISSEMINATE IN ANY WAY, THIS 

PRESENTATION  



Overview

 How technology is changing and the importance of 

Drones (UAVs) 

 The law surrounding the use of UAVs

 Keeping up-to-date with changes, properly 

referencing and updating your terms and 

conditions



UAV’s

What is a UAV?



How technology is changing and the 

importance of Drones (UAVs) 

Technology is rapidly changing…

Historical development of UAVs



UAVs



Why are drones becoming important?

 Military uses aside (as well as spying on your 

neighbours watering their garden whilst a water 

ban is in place….)

 Save time

 A new safety element for workers?

 Save lives???



Survey

 Who is using a UAV?

 Part 101 or 102 or both?

 Who is contemplating the use of UAVs?

 Terms of engagement or terms and conditions 

pertaining to UAV use?



US perceptions of UAVs and the use of 

Airspace



Airspace



Domestic law – vertical

International law - horizontal



The law surrounding the use of UAVs

 ICAO

Civil Aviation Authority Regulations 

Part 101 requirements

Part 102 requirements



Ambiguities 

 Demarcation – air space and outer space???

 Line of sight?  Long sighted or short sighted?  Google maps 

calculation by foot?

 Different types of drones:  list available on CAA but new 

and improved UAVs are frequenting the market constantly 



Keeping up-to-date with changes and 

properly referencing / updating your terms 

and conditions 
 The standard terms and conditions will not be enough

The importance of clear terms and conditions:

Limit liability

Ensures compliance with the legislation 

Pilot-in-command

Exclusivity 

Other steams of income - IP?

 The best way for companies to update their terms and 
conditions is to…….



ASK ME TO DO IT!!!

Let me write your new UAV 

Terms and Conditions and 

Terms of Engagement!!

maria@helmores.co.nz

03 366 5086

mailto:maria@helmores.co.nz

