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GLTN BRIEFING AND PROGRAMME

The Continuum of Land Rights

The continuum of land rights is a powerful concept, or metaphor, for understanding the 

diversity of existing land tenure arrangements

• Rights to land are regarded as lying on a continuum between informal and formal

• In between,  lies a wide and complex spectrum of rights
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Land Issues in  Zambia, Uganda and Kenya
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Land Issues in  Zambia, Uganda and Kenya cont’d
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Land Tenure Interventions in Uganda, Kenya and Zambia
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The Process

Community Taking the Lead!
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Operationalizing the Continuum Approach: Building the Evidence 

• Community using GLTN tools and approaches
to organize themselves and interact with
central and local government authorities.

• Local Governments using information to
sensitize communities on planning
regulations (Mashimoni, Mission cell)

• Information from communities used to steer
discussions on development in the
settlement and municipal development
forums

• National responses; KISIP in Kenya; TSUPU
and USMID in Uganda; supportive of the
upgrading of informal settlements

Better Engagement with Authorities
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Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the Evidence

• Support on the Issuance of certificates of
Customary land occupation in Zambia at the
Traditional, Local and National Government
levels

• Government endorsement of local initiatives
and embedding these processes in the legal,
institutional and governance environment;
Mombasa County-drafting of the Mombasa
County Land policy

• Issuance of Certificates of Occupation for
documenting settlers’ rights to structures
and land by the Mombasa County
Government

Better Engagement with Authorities cont’d
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Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the Evidence
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Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the Evidence
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Increased Visibility of Residents of Informal Settlements 

• Enumeration surveys and mapping has
increased visibility of residents of
informal settlements to both
government and service providers.

• In Mashimoni, an access road passing
through the settlement has been a
major breakthrough in terms of opening
up the settlement for more
development

• In Mnazi Moja, residents have acquired
water as a result of negotiations with
the County Government of Mombasa
using enumeration data from the
settlement

EMERGING OUTCOMES
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Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the  Evidence

Learning Centres for Sustainability

• Local governments have granted communities office space to set up
STDM learning centres which serve as anchors of learning and
activity, as well as broadening the appreciation of GLTN land tools
by both community and the government.
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Integrated and inclusive planning

• Implementation of the interventions
has enabled the informal settlement
residents and municipal councils to
plan together on how settlements
should be upgraded; developing
realistic slum upgrading plans

Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the Evidence
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Improved Management of Local Land Records 

• Improved management of local land

records; community members now identify

their settlement boundaries and services

within.

• Generated maps show settlement

boundaries, services distribution, road

network pattern and development

proposals.

• Communities and traditional leaders can

now manage and update local

transactions, especially transactions on the

change of ownership of land/structures

following market sales.

Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the Evidence
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Heightened levels of improved tenure security

• The issue of forced evictions, displacements
and disinheritance especially for women upon
the demise of their spouses is now in the past

• The STDM process has also triggered
behavioral change, (especially on the part of
men and how they view women ownership to
land), hence redefining gender roles with
regards to land governance.

• Securing customary land has also helped ward
off potential land grabs; the certificates have
given the community power to engage
potential investors and defend their right to
this land where need be

Operationalizing the Continuum of Land Rights: Building the Evidence
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The Continuum of Land Rights Framework at Work
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