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The French digital model for updating land and cadastral data
 The Napoleon cadastre began in 1807

 It has been made in the 36000 cities of France which had to

 Pay the surveyors to make it

 Give them, food, wine, and housing

 The Surveyors had to :

 Make the map

 Calculate the value of the fields

 Make a beautiful and right map with colors 

 Make the map on a papersize called (big eagle= AO)

 Determine the communal territory



The NAPOLEON  Cadastre 



The NAPOLEON Cadastre



The Cadastre NAPOLEON 



The NAPOLEON Cadastre
  GREAT but…

 It was not possible to modify it

 No update

 It was like a painting, we do not touch it, right at a time

 GREAT but…

 It was not possible to modify it

 No update

 It was like a painting, we do not touch it, right at a time

It was the mess 



 Property title analysis

 1 owner = 1 piece of land at the minimum

 Updating the napoleon cadastre map

THE 1930 RENOVATION CADASTRE ACT



 On the paper it was great but in reality :

 Problems with the administration, the tax collector could be corrupted

 In small towns updates were made by tax collector and not a surveyor…

 No control, the tax collector was not monitored by someone

THE 1930 RENOVATION CADASTRE ACT



 The government decided to figure out this situation

 The government found out a new system and PRIVATE systeme to :

 Update the cadastre 

 Safe people and property 

 Monitor the cadastre

 Create something private and independant

A NEW SYSTEM



 Article 1st – 1° 

 The land surveyor shall carry out surveys and topographical studies and any work that 

determine the boundaries of land property and, as such, shall remove and draw up, at all 

scales and in any form whatsoever, topographical plans and documents concerning the 

definition of the rights attached to land property, such as plans for the division, sharing, 

sale and exchange of land property, plans for the delimitation of boundaries or 

boundaries of land ownership.

 Article 1st – 2°

 The land surveyor carries out studies, topographical, technical and geographic 

information documents within the framework of public or private land use planning 

missions, carries out all technical operations or studies on the evaluation, management 

or development of property

THE 1946 LAND-SURVEYORS EXPERTS’s ACT



THE 1956 LAND REGISTRY’S ORGANISATION

ORDER OF LAND-

SURVEYOR EXPERT

GOVERNMENT
LAND ADMINISTRATION

LAND TENURE

LAND REGISTRY



 In the context we created : 
 GÉOFONCIER SAS, this is a company created

by the Order of Land Surveyors Experts

 GÉOFONCIER is the portal of the Order of Land Surveyor Experts, 

launched in 2010.

 

Partnership between administration and Land-Surveyors Expert 



 2010 : 

 First steps of paternship with administration 

 

GEOFONCIER 



 2015 : 

 Partnership evolved

 

GEOFONCIER 



 :

 

GEOFONCIER 



 2024 : 

 Partnership evolved again to send papers to cadastre via GEOFONCIER SITE 
 To have an automatic control
 To update directly the cadastre

 

GEOFONCIER 



 2024 : 

 =

 

GEOFONCIER 





The French digital model for updating land and cadastral data

Commission 7
Cadastre and Land management

International Federation of Surveyors supports the 
Sustainable Development Goals

Bertrand MERCIER
Thank you for your attention
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